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MARTIN LUTHER KING AT NATIONAL CATHEDRAL 
MARCH 31. 3.9 s8 

T need not pause to say how perfectly delightful 
;Lt . is to be here this morning, to have the opportunity of 
standing in this very great and significant pulpit, and I 
do want to express my deep personal appreciation to Dean 
Ssyre and all the Cathedral clergy for extending the 
invitation. It is always a rich and rewarding. experience to 
ta *e at least a brief break f roe our day-to-day demands in 
the struggle for freedom and human dignity and ability and^ 
enjoy envoi vement in worship which concerns friends and 
goodwill all over iur nation. Certainly there’s always a 
* ee p and meaningful experience to be in a worship service. So, 
ior many reasons I’m happy to be here today. I’m going to use 
*s a -subject from which to preach this morning. "Remaining 
Awake Through a Great Revolution.- -The text -for the morning . 
is found in the Book of Revelation. There are two passages 

there that I would like to Guote from the 16th chapter of that 

- ' , - +^4 __ R »« - ’Tormer things are 

Book, •’Behold , 1 *11 things ne , 

H,wav" I •. sure that most of you have read that 
passed away. - * ® . 

interesting story from the pen of Washington Irving ontit e . 
"Rip van Winkle." The one thing we usually remember about the 
story is that Rip Van Winkle slept twenty years, but there is 
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another point In that story that all too many people overlook, 
here was a sign in the inn Iron which Kip went op into the 
ountains lor his long sleep. "When Kip Van Winkle went up 
nto the mountains, the sign had a picture of King George, III, 
it England. When be cane down twenty ?ears later, the sign 
tad a picture of George Washington, the first President of 
;he United States. Kip Van Winkle looked up at the picture of 
leorge Washington, and looking at the picture, he was anased. 
ie was completely lost. He knew not who he was. And this 
reveals to us the most striking thing about the story of Kip 
Van Winkle is not merely that Kip slept twenty years, but that 
he slept through a revolution. While he was peacefully 
snoring up in the mountains, a revolution was taking place 
that, in point, would change. the course of history. Kip knew 
nothing about it, he was asleep. Ves, he slept through a 
revolution. One of the great tragedies of life is that- all 
too many people find themselves living amidst a great period 
of social change and yet they fail to develop new attitudes, 
the new mental responses that the new situation demands. They 
ond up Bleeping through a revolution. As a matter of fact, 
there is a great revolution taking place in the world today, 
in a sense it is a triple revolution; that is, a technological 
revolution in weaponery with the emergence of atomic and ; ;■ 
nuclear weapons of warfare. Then there is the human-rights 
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w -trill All perish together as 

gether as brothers, ©r we -will aa 

' ^ i _ jyT f, bond of destiny, 

>ols we are tied together in a single bona 

network of mutuality. Whatever 

lwarting Any escape iroa 

,, effects Ail indirectly. *2F° r =»°® e 
sople want directly. Affects 

« . y oiiaht to be until 

trange reason that I can wever be what i 

. t * be . „ a you can’t tee shat you -ought 
ou are what you ought to be, an 

. -k e ^his is the -way -God s 

O tee until I am » lult 1 ‘ OUEh ' 

, s „ ade This is the way of Its structure. John 
in-iverse is .made. 

K „. ‘ X "“ " 

*o * w, .» nc j £ e goes 

♦ a oart of the wain • • ■ 

niece of the continent, a P ar 

piece oi death diminishes me 

„„ toward the end to say "For everyman s deat 

on toward t Therefor, -never send to kno* 

because I an a part of sankin . ' 

V the bell tolls; It. tolls .for thee. ■*- .. 

for whon the bell to aH2ie ■ , 

+l . fi believe it and live- by It, if « are to r 

. tnrolgh a . great revolution, fondly, we 

.radicate the last westlges of racial 

— ■ X *-■ - J^ri’s Shane. It is an 

the black man s bur en ^ ltf ^ ^ * vaSt majority 

mnhappy truth that racism is ^ * acknowledge and deny 

- — "r~e that'raeism _f- 

subtly. Sometimes not so subtly. ^ cin see 

permeates and poisons the whole body politica y 

4- fnr America to work passionately to get 
nothing -ore urgent ^ posittve oust be done 

,-id of the disease of racism. Someth! g P 




E L yon eoust cb~ ^ «-W. 

Covert »ust ^ ^ 

muEt * ba re the guilts -™» the Church nust *hare t e gu - _ ; 

,e nust *«• «» tects that 11:00 ^clcch on ^ z - 

, ben ie stand to sing. ~In Christ, there Is no Bast nor Uest. 

\ ct!Ln d in the most segregated Island 1 *-erica. The on 

« cone lor everybody Iron allot the institutions to *rsec 

• r on this hod, its cancer, and «rh to get rid of «•»-• • , 

- as « have to do it. « oust honestly adnlt oertain t . . 

r ' a that Are -constantly *>eing 

Ue must get rid of certain myths that are e 

• Lsenmated all over our nation, -One is a nyth 

There is a notion that onl, tine can solve the - • 

xacial injustices. There are those who often *ppe* ^ 

ro the Kegroes that are in the »hite . connunit, . - y -n «. ;• 

■ TOU slow 05 ? *top pushing things so laSt. Cnly 

,« iV e the prohlens. If you sill lust he nice and .. 

‘ • continue praying, in a hundred or two hundred Tears the 

problem sill -ork itself out . The- , 

nyth: It is that tine is neutral. It cau he — . 

-constructively or destructively. I » to “ y * ’ ' ^ 

’ - morning that 1 « absolutely convihced that the . 

' a extreme rightists in our nation, the v 

. will in our nation, the extre - _ 

' - - a nee tine nuch aore effectively than 

-people on the wrong ground use ti ^ . m 

' * , vtll it nay. well be that we will have 

- ,ihe forces of good will. ** y 

merely for .patriotic words and 

■inpeach this generation. -Hot aerely * - ” : 

I »,„+ for the fallen silence 
•devout actions of the bad people, but for t _ 











4iA to the hlach ^ 

him in ignorance, »ot knowing _ 

ow -that it -the wane line the 
,ng lor the hlaclc man, * trough an 
.ven away million. ml acres ot land 
lic h meant that it was willing to 
the tools ot economic torce and 
y ment men to teach them to Sana y , 
, county agents hut as the years ' “ 

.w-interest rates so they could 
. . . -thousands ot *tfaese 
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1&ve ceen it In Latin America; I iave «een it in Afr ca, - _ 

aave seen -this poverty in Asia. I xemember *ome years . 

, +Hat snreat country known as 
B. King and I Journeyed -to that greax 

dia jiod I never -ill iorget the experience, at -as s 
rvelous experience to meet and talk -ith the great Xeaders . . 

■ India and get to ta*with and speak to thousands and 
jou sands tf people all over that -ast -untry. ^hese _ 

Bperiences wili-main dear to me as long as.the haunts oi , 

** .. i c wiorninE. my intends, 

, x*,,*- T aav to you this »oriuQ6> j 

emory linger. But I «ay x y 

Christendom - -ben they see -ith their 
here are those in Chrtsrenuom 

n -*•*. * -■ groins to bed hungry * 

)Wn eyes literally millions oi people are S 

y ... h. E OTn eyes God's children . . 

.very night - -hen he sees with his cm ey , ..... 

Iks at night - In Bombay, more than a 
Bleeping on the sidewalks at nig + 

million people sieep on the sidewalks every night. ' : ' -- 

than soo.000 sleep on the sidewalks everym. - 

They have no beds to sleep in; they have no houses 0* ;• 

He discovers that in our -ast population, -ore 

jon -niion aake tm ’annual 
hundred million people, some 480 million, m 

si _ t them have never *»een 
income less than $9000 a year. Most oi 

j t know that we Americans say -e are 
a doctor or nurse, and I know in 

nedliut . . an answer came ”0h no . - ° 

mot concerned cut ■ - 

-destiny oi the *• - tied with the destiny oi In ia an^ ^ 

every other nation, -e spend in America millions 

_ _ etofc that ’food 

.viue I know where we can st % 

day to store surplus. A 

* , wn1 4 ons of God's Children 

tree oi charge - in the stomachs -U ^ _ 

-he so to bed hungry. Haybe -e spend/too much .. 




deet establishing *“•» — nd xbe ,,orld ' : ■ " ■ 

udget j ^c-4-Brijij.xig in order 

han ^ing our genuine concern and understanding 

abroad I would remind you In our - . - 

o alleviate pover y • ho are -poverty -stricken. 

lation there are 40 ^ ^ . 

c tov . seen then here and there. X have seen them in th ^ • 

h ttos of the north. I *-e seen then in the rural -as 
E e uth a tave seen then in Appalachia. 1 *ave teen tn 

tbC *° touring .any areas of our country and I -oust 

the process of touring - - - - 

▼ literally -found myself 

confess it is none situation there X ^ J ^ . 

crying. X «s in Karhs. Mississippi ot 

A6 in Quitnan county, the poorest county in the - . . . . 

tell you X — hundred ol ^ 

* 1 y -t saw their mothers and 

the streets with no shoes to wear. sat th 

__ the Head Start Program, *hut 

tfieir fathers trying to carry. on the Sea , 

V The Federal Governnent hadn’t funned •- 
-they had no money. The Fe .^ hey ra ised .'little^ 

-then, they trere trying to carry on .. - _ 

noney here and there; trying — Xittle^f^ ^ 
-their children : , - trying to teach 

.as .others and fathers tho said to »e, ^ •’ 

-sret any kind of income - . .... 

unclothed, fcut they dldn t «et any , ^ aid> 

: no welfare - they -didn’t get anything. X . 

. age pension - no tell go „ ou „d the - ry ‘ 

-ho» do you Xive?” They said, irell. * . • 

. v far a little sonething. When the terry » 

-• -neighbors and ask for a • _ • 

* -wKcart the rabbit .season -comes, 

_ wp oick berries. Vhen th ^ . .. 

season comes, we pica _ . ■ . 

a . a a few rabbits and that is hovr-e get it._ 
-ve bunt and catch a fe t 

- ; • * - . • • • ' • . - 










rock between JUasarus and Diabees. TTbere is nothing in ■ilia.t 
rable that says that Biabees vent *«» bell because be «- 
ch . Jesus sever nade the universal indictnent -egainst 

, _ -r-ich young man cane to tin 

•alth . It is true that cne toy a rich yo 

* jesus told bin to sell -H -- - ^sus -as prescribing ^ . 

. individual surgery and not setting forth a universal ; - 

iagnosis. It you sill loo* *t that payable and all its 

ymbolisns, you Sill xenenber that the conversation -ob . _ 

- >,,.11 And “the angels tad iong- 
>lace between heaven and h • _ 

1 ' v.n diking to Diabees. ' *ow Abraham 

„ a 1 i c t+ was Abraham xalKxng 

listance calls. It , Test anent ,-you . 

,as a very rich nan. It you go bach in the Ol 

ras a v,< K <iav. 'Diabees . 

Sill see he -as one of the richest sen o. h . . 

. woe; _ ich it “was Diabees tixdn t 
didn’t go to hell because he sas rich. 

. tM hiB -wealth sas an opportunity It -as not has rich 
Tea tner Lazarus. Biabees went to hell 

+s.* separated -him Iron brother bazarus . . ' • 

that *>ep ^ TE aii y -£ 8 e hxm- 

hn nassed Lazarus every day znd drdu * xe -y 

because be passea ±tw 

w* -allowed his brother to -beccm . ... 

_ . >ve»il because he auoweu 

vent to . .. . maximized "the minimum 

visible. Siabees sent to hell because he natin 

and sent to hell because he sought 
a Tvi'T-.ised the maximum. And wen . 

and minimxzeu „ nx ,_- tv “This 

zo he a conscientious objector in the sar against P V • 

V ' , -the richest country m the eorld. 

tePPBn t0 •* ,‘ tfa th6t This is Aaerica of opportunity 

There * s nothing ~ong ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ sot s* ^ ~ 

to help bridge the gu cothing to' -o' 

question is shether America can do it- technlQues ' a , 

slth poverty'. What is nes is that se now have the 

■ a. -The real question is whether 

4*^ rid of poverty. The reax ** 
resources to £et xxc 01 . B(rtn 

,,, T « few aeeks, some of us are coming to 

have the will. In a fewaeeKs, 






sfclnstoB to see 11 the .ill is still alive. *e —*W 
Washington in a poor-peoples campaign. Everyone is Ringing 
a pride along.' The poor, the masses, -we are going to tiring 
a those who have hnown long rears of hurt and neglect.. ■*. , 
re going to bring those who have come to Teel that 111c is a 

eng and carved door with no exit sign, "fe're S oins to brt “ S 
hildren, adults, and old people. People who have never aeen 
doctor or dentist in their lives. *e are. not coning to - 

ingage in any &S2? *e are coning to demand the 

jovemnent to adjust itsell to the problem of poverty. -®e 
-ead one day we hold these truths to be self-evident. .That all 
aen are created e.ual. That they are endowed with their Creator 

in certain inevitable rights. That among these are life, 

. - wwj* Hf a taan doesn’t -have 

0 iberty and pursuit of happiness. But if 

Job or income, he has neither life, cor liberty, cor possibility 
£ cr the pursuit ol happiness. Be merely «*ists. ** «• ^ 

«o ask America to he true to huge promise of 

Tears ago. V. are coming to engage in .traumatic non-v, Lolent^ 
action tc call attention to the growth between promises tulfil 
To sake the invisible visible. Why -do we do it this way - « 

« this way because it is our experience a nation doesn’t move 
.around questions of genuine equality, especially when the poor ^ 

±; involved until it is confronted massively. A great ,.^1- •: 

' < . , , that something should be done. . - 

documentary is here to tell us tnat son » - .. 

» White House conference -on civil 
We met here some years ago in a Whit e Bouse 

~ -with the same recommendations that we will 

rights. 3fe came out tritn xne 

here' but nothing has been done 
be demanding in our campaign here, du 





«,ut it. The president's Commission on technology. .. 

ttonution and economic progress recommended these **«• 
see tine ago. Nothing has been don.. 3ven a Presidential ■ 

card which was nade “P of 3 ‘ ayorE of other -’ citieS °* ° Ur 
ountry. the leading businessmen, have said have these 

ntcgs done, .still nothing has been done. Crime Commissions 

_ cone out this report. ,ust a tew days ago. Nothing has 

«en done. In sunnary. hothlng will be done till people o. _ 

goodwill put their hearts and souls in notion. 1 believe - - 

y c * + vLll be ^ poor 

this Will <Se the difference ...Ses, it 

’This Is the question facing Anerica. 
peoples campaign* .« . . . . 

. —■ — " * : 

«,< ... ... “* “■ 

. . isafnrp r>n t* God and ixistor J 

• - e -til have -to stand before our « 

poor. One day we wrxx « 

■ „f * bines we've done. Ses, we will - 

■Se will talk in terns of .bins - ‘ 

»» billt gargantuan bridges to span the .seas. 

•able to say -we built garg ^ ^ We ^ x ,, 

built hugh buildings to hiss the s y. 

Bubmarlnes to penetrate oceantic depths. *e broug . _ 

^any other things of scientific and technological ^ ;• 

seems that I can hear God and histcry saying That 4.- ™ > 
.enough. But ? was hungry and yen fed ne net . * « | ^ 

and yon clothed ne not.- H you do it -to the least .f t 

dc it unto ne. That is the Question facing 
»y brethern, you do it tin 

-• .America today and I say dne other challenge we 

■ simply that we nust find an alternative to war and hlood^ - 

, A T iear that a lot of people feel this 

' Anyone who leels, and I tear tn # 

■-.eai —the social problems of mankind, is 


ov _ 4-iia.t war 







• = live Taivan, 'Thailand, South • 

• few cuiet nations li^ e ^ . 

-there -this is where -e are. 

rea - ~ d d ; ^ ^ » - *• — - — • 
*“ ta rt t* « y«t an end to the «r •• 

!St «y - at ^ tEevlt . bly come to the - 

ecemee « « C °“ ,hich could 1«* tbe ^ *°? ' 

mint of confronting Chin , y 

’ .MUtlOB. "Xt « *> ’■°°* ,r * 

•O nuclear annihilati -between ■: 

— *■— ■ — • . 

nonviolence nonexiste ^ r ^ suspension of nuclear . 

cement, the alternative ^ ^ ited y^ions and ,- , 

teste, the alternative ^ be * civilisation . 

, bereby disarming tolo&us r. The -rid could .-; 

plunged into the abyss ^ ^ . tbe mind of *»*•..£' '. 

be transformed In o ^ ^ ^ ^ W' • _ 

-could mot ima^ Be the conscience -oi the • 

-+o nrouse tne • ----- ••-•■■ 

sorbing — er £ j ^ , y *tand ag- 
nation." 1 remember the critics took me on. They had . .. 

the «r ih W oost vici ous vay. day a ' 

-d. *. ■:■ 
»an came to m ^ nd move more in_ ___ 

' .going to have to stop cy . , understand that^it . 

- lime vith the administration s respected you 

- ... . .. 0 nr canisat ion . People _ . 

-hurts the budgdo ■ • Ie el that you really 

have lost respect for you. *» .... .; ..'T: . 














